
Tapit: a name which commands respect – and a six-figure stud fee, reaching as high as $300,000. Now 

18-years old, this breed-shaping sire will service a limited book of 125 mares at $225,000 in 2019. The 

resume he has put together is impressive, first as a racehorse, winning the G3 Laurel Futurity at two and 

the G1 Wood Memorial at three, and, as a sire, producing seven champions, 112 black type winners, 69 

graded, 26 yearlings who have brought $1 million or more in the sales ring, and progeny earnings over 

nearly $137 million.  

With this kind of record, you best believe discretion is used when putting together the mare book. So, it 

goes without saying that Tapit babies either have an accomplished runner or producer for a mother, 

and/or are out of dam with a proven family making the case for quality. In the case of the two-year-old 

filly being offered by MyRacehorse, all of these distinctions apply.  

Her dam, Miss Puzzle, was stakes placed in New Zealand before shipping to America and joining the barn 

of then-trainer Simon Bray. He felt she was well made and built like a typical sprinter, with lots of muscle 

and a powerful hind end. Looks matched ability and she won first out for him at Hollywood Park, going 

5.5 furlongs on the turf with Julie Krone in the irons. Encouraged, she next went up against a full field of 

twelve in Santa Anita’s G3 Monrovia Handicap, contested at 6.5f on the downhill turf. Despite a valiant 

effort, splitting the opposition and rallying down the stretch, Miss Puzzle had to settle for 4th, just 1-3/4 

lengths shy of winner Lil Sister Stich. Bray tried stretching her out to a mile twice, but says she was 

definitely a much better one turn filly.   

Miss Puzzle also turned out to be a useful broodmare, most notably producing multiple G1 winner 

Fashion Plate. In 2014, she wired the field in the mile Las Virgenes Stakes and followed the performance 

up with another front-end triumph in the 1-1/16th miles Santa Anita Oaks over 2013’s Sovereign Award 

winning two-year-old filly and Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies champ (via DQ after finishing a nose short to 

She’s a Tiger) Ria Antonia. Fashion Plate was retired later that year and sold for $1.2M at Fasig-Tipton.  

Interestingly, while Fashion Plate would be considered this filly’s half sister, there’s a closer genetic 

connection. Fashion Plate is by Old Fashioned, a son of Unbridled’s Song. Unbridled’s Song, of course, is 

by 1990’s Eclipse champion three-year-old Unbridled, whose career highlights include the Kentucky 

Derby, Preakness, and Breeders’ Cup Classic. Tapit, as you might recall, is out of an Unbridled mare.  

Adding further intrigue is Tapit’s highest North American earner, the supremely talented Frosted (who 

won the G1 Met Mile in scintillating fashion, earning a 123 Beyer) is out of Fast Cookie, by Deputy 

Minister – a son of Northern Dancer. Other graded stakes winners out of mares by Northern Dancer line 

sires include Tapizar, Laragh, and Mohaymen. Miss Puzzle is a daughter of Irish-bred Citidancer (by 

Northern Dancer’s Lomond and not to be confused with the other Citidancer). He won the first two 

starts of his career as a juvenile at Newmarket and retired a multiple Group 3 winner with victories in 

the Hennessy E.B.F. Ballymacoy and Glencairn E.B.F. Stakes at Leopardstown. Citidancer was also 2nd in 

the Gr1 E.B.F. Phoenix Champion Stakes at Phoenix Park (currently the Irish Champion Stakes at 

Leopardstown) and third in the Gr1 Prix d’Ispahan at Longchamp.  

As for Miss Puzzle’s dam, Miss Tree, she’s a Gr3 placed, half sister to New Zealand’s Horse of the Year in 

2002 and 2003, Tit for Taat, whose Gr1 wins include the New Zealand Two Thousand Guineas, WRC 

Captain Cook, Telegraph Handicap, Waikato Draught Sprint, and Levin RC Bayer Classic. Whereas he was 

by 1995’s UAE champion older sprinter, Faltaat, Miss Tree was a daughter of 1990’s Nashua Stakes 

runner-up, Oregon. While you might not be familiar with him, you should recognize his parents, as he is 



a son of influential sire Halo (father of Sunday Silence) and out of 1979’s Horse of the Year in France, 

Three Troikas, who has the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe on the list of her impressive accomplishments. 

With solid black type supporting her, this filly has a ton of potential as a racehorse and, irrespective of 

what happens on track, has value as a broodmare. Her tree leans toward the green, but, as evidenced by 

her half sister, Fashion Plate, the family has had success on dirt, too. This kind of versatility is nice to see 

on a page. Also pleasing to the eye are her looks, as she’s well balanced and appears athletic. From 

pedigree to presence, there’s no question that Miss Puzzle ’17 is another exciting prospect offered by 

MyRacehorse – and at only $250 a share with 125 lots available.   


